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STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : AD/ORIL 

from Chief, D/Pub 


date: 21 September 1950 


subject: Contents of the CIA Daily Summary. 

Reference: l£j memorandum to AD/ ORF, ' dated 7 February- I9I4.9, subject "The Dulles 

Report,"; my memorandum to AD/ORE, dated 5 April 1950, subject 
"Distribution of the CIA Daily Summary; my memorandum to AD/ORE, 
dated 20 April 1950, same subject; my memorandum to AD/ORS, 3 August 
1950, same subject. 

, ■^^ ie ^A Daily Summary was set up in response to a request from the 

President. for a brief daily digest of the most important cables and telegrams. 

This original request has always been the guiding concept for the Daily Summary 
and any suggestion that the publication be broadened in scope, that it might 
become a sort of daily estimate rather than a daily digest of what cables cane 
to hand, has been held contrary to the President's request. The limitation 
imposed by this concept means that on any given day the Daily Summary can contain 
. only those items which have appeared, in the cable traffic for the day (or the day 
before). The. sporadic flow of cable traffic makes it highly likely that for a day 
or two at a time there mil be no cables concerning a highly sensitive situation 
and that for this reason the Daily Summary will carry no item on the matter. At 
the. same. time, it is highly possible that cables concerning this situation have 
arrived in. Washington but that CIA has either been excluded from distribution or 
has been given distribution and has been requested not to use the material in any 
publication. " 

1 

2, Tne guiding concept that the CIA Daily Summary is published in 

response to a request from the President places a premium on sensitive cables 

those which most deserve to be brought to the President's attention. These are 

the cables which are most jealously guarded by the several agencies. The record 

of the agencies iri making these cables available to CIA is very uneven. The 
service agencies have always made a rigid distinction between operational and 
juitelligence materials and have freely given CIA what they regard as intelligence 
materials but have refused to give CIA operational materials. Under this vuise 
they have withheld from CIA ‘such sensitive materials as General MacArthur ' s reports 
xrom Tokyo, General Clay's reports from Berlin, Admiral Struble's reports from 
the seventh Fleet, Admiral Badger's reports from Tsingtao, General Van Fleet's 
reports j.rom Athens, . etc. CIA does not receive reports made to the Joint Chie;fs 
A> mai ? 2 * * * * 7 ? f which must, because of their- origin and their subject, be worthy 

0 j the President's attention. On the other hand, the Department of State has 
steaoily maintained a good record in making sensitive materials available to CIA 
a fact whicn accounts to a fair degree for the predominance of State materials in 
the Daily Summary. During the past year, however, as State-Defense relations have 
deteriorated and as State has become increasingly aware that through tne CIA Daily 
Summary the Department of Defense is receiving sensitive State materials without 
reciprocating. State has been more and more reluctant concerning its sensitive 
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telegrams. Therefore, on a few occasions State has withheld from CIA certain 
telegrams, either temporarily or indefinitely. Much more frequently. State has 
distributed these telegrams but has enjoined CIA not to use them in any publica- 
tion, an injunction which CIA has had to respect for both practical and ethical 
reasons. These factors have further reduced the supply of materials suitable for 
inclusion in a Daily Summary designed for the President, 

3. Several solutions to remedy the sparseness and inadequacy of the CIA 

Daily Summary are available. They are: 

a. To change the nature of the publication, relieving it of 
the necessity to digest those cables which CIA has avail- 
able and making it more in the nature of a daily estimate; 

b. To make urgent efforts on a high level, as I have repeatedly 
requested be done, to have the sensitive cables of the Defense 
Department made available to CIA, a development which would in 
turn ease the State Department's concern. 


1|. Recommendation : Under present circumstances, I recommend that the 
second of these ^courses be followed and that the DCI be urged to take the matter 
to a level higl/er)than the IAC. 
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